[What uses for the acellular pertussis vaccine?].
The acellular pertussis vaccine offers a better tolerance as compared with the whole cell pertussis vaccine. It has also a good protective effect against whooping cough. However given as a combined pentavalent vaccine for the primary immunization of infants, it appears to introduce an immune interference leading to a diminished response to the Haemophilus type b or poliomyelitis valence according to the type of vaccine. Thus it is recommended that immunization against whooping cough in France in the coming years uses whole cell pertussis combined vaccine for the primary immunization of infants at 2, 3 and 4 months, the acellular pertussis vaccine being used for the booster injections at 18 months and 10-11 years.